Introducing EAMENA
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The Middle East and North Africa are home to

some of the best-preserved and most important
archaeological sites In the world. Yet this
irreplaceable heritage is under enormous threat.
Reasons for this include urban development,
agriculture, looting, warfare, and natural erosion. We
are in danger of not only losing these sites but any

record of their existence, such is the pace of change.

In 2015, the Endangered Archaeology in the Middle East
and North Africa (EAMENA) project was set up. The
EAMENA team comprises archaeologists, researchers,
heritage experts and volunteers. The project works with
national heritage organisations and officials. Together,
we document and protect archaeology under threat
throughout the region.

The team uses satellite imagery, aerial photography

and on—the—ground visits to record archaeological

sites and assess their condition. There are now over
200,000 records in a specially—created database. It is an
online, open—access resource that anyone can search:
eamenadatabase.arch.ox.ac.uk.

Top image: The archaeological site of Aliawa in the Erbil plain (Photograph: Erbil Plain
Archaeological Survey).
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Above: EAMENA works in 20 countries across the Middle East and North Africa (Copernicus Sentinel data 2017).
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Above: The EAMENA team in 2017.
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Top right: Members of the EAMENA team show the database to heritage officials.
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Bottom right: The Assyrian capital city of Nimrud in 2002 (Image: (c) DigitalGlobe 2018
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Bottom image: The trainees and their EAMENA instructors during the first Iraq workshop,
Baghdad, 2018.
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Training in Endangered Archaeology

Training is a key part of the EAMENA project. We
have trained heritage professionals from eight
different countries in the Middle East and North
Africa. Participants have learned how to use new
technologies and practised new skKills.
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This includes interpreting satellite imagery to create
records of archaeological sites. They will use this training
to help manage and protect the heritage under their Laal dall sl 3al) 5o Ldaag . agile) Cath (M) Gl
care. Our goal is to raise awareness of the value of dale s luld) aila e Colanlly AL ¢l )\3‘3;\ 4ad
archaeology and cultural heritage with policy—makers and " " . yseeal
the general public.

Twenty Iraqis have taken part in training events,
organised in collaboration with the State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage. After creating records in the
EAMENA database, they will continue to visit the sites

In their area to track their condition. The EAMENA
project is funded by the Arcadia Fund and the British
Council’s Cultural Protection Fund, in partnership with the
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
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Top image: The old city of Baghdad as seen from the venue of EAMENA training (Photograph:
S. Neogi).
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= Above: EAMENA instructors explain Google Earth.
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Left: Interaction and discussion between training participants and an instructor from the EAMENA team.
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Above: Trainees are shown how to look for sites systematically to make sure they cover all areas.
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Right: Both men and women participate in the training, learning about satellite imagery interpretation for heritage
management.

Above: Trainees receive instruction on site—based damage assessments from their tutors.
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Bottom image: The first group of training participants with their tutors at Tell Hermal, southeast of Baghdad.
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Exploring the Past
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Archaeologists aim to understand the ways in which el geadind) Al Slaladly (§ glall agd SUEY elale Clagy
people in the past behaved, lived and used the land.  3asmia lyids aladiul LEY) slale agdy (il alall | alal) 8
To do this, they use a range of techniques to record . 5y} socal) cilu)all 038 Jadiy .4 2Y) adigal dudpdy Juaad

and study archaeological sites. These include survey 40132 Lalasl Adtaial) Ly A A8 LA Lo ccaludinl)
and excavation, the study of finds, and evidence ! . Adaaal ; m‘ Jalse s ‘;\:“433‘

relating to ancient diet and environment.

There are hundreds of thousands of archaeological sites ~ Jaw ¥ (5l ¢ lai YN 5 p3gall (g YY) Clie Sl
across the Middle East and North Africa. We discover o Jadily vagn dmy Lagy iall HOY) clale oS il Jladg
more every day. These include the remains of the earliest 2 \Lzaall uj j Lles oda Jadi g dnluay) calalél ?ﬂ Llay aﬁ‘}d‘

humans to the ruins of ancient cities. They have an & i V) adlsall 028 ieaa) o) LAl caall DUl g
important role to play in how we understand the past and " sl Lol 43le s @Aw L m

its relationship to how we live today.

A key goal of the EAMENA project is to work in DBYL Auad) dpida gl iliciigally eyl 5 3 o sl ()
collaboration with the State Board of Antiquities and O ki e laadl Jaadlid . ulal o 25 sa (B8 5))5) il sall;
Heritage. Together, we raise awareness of the value of : e \ @\}j\j L"Sjjy\ <o (gsiua (pe MY

archaeology and culture heritage for those interested.

Top image: The use of a total station for recording archaeological features at the ancient city of .(P. Zimansky :wm) dayaal) )j Aya A a_,jy\ alleall Jaandl (pdidin JU g aladtin :3) g ujci
Ur (Photograph: P. Zimansky).
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Above: Digging up the past at the ancient city of Ur (Photograph: P. Zimansky).
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Left: Sieving soil from excavations to extract plant and animal remains (Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Below: Documentation and registration of artefacts (Photograph: M. Garen and M. Carleton).
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Right: Using flotation techniques to extract plant and animal remains (Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Bottom image: The ancient site of Tell Shmet (Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Archaeology and Remote Sensing
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Remote sensing for archaeology uses high-altitude Fia c0add AoV G g a8l dala| addiud
images of the Earth, such as satellite images and Al il aal (A Al [ sally ds il Jt_‘gfg\ el
re it is fast and sffective. It allows archaelogists 2 2,S) 8 14500 et Bl sl g
to identity and watch archaeological sites ac?oss a vk e ;}dﬂ Chjm.‘u{ﬁ‘ J?JT u-‘: Atm‘»& - Aﬁgb,d‘
large area. It is particularly useful for regions that are S RS ;m‘,& dbui "’A il M“ﬁ:g ‘ ?w‘ T uﬂ,u '
difficult or dangerous to visit. Agpshad o b)) qaall (e gﬁ‘ Ghlall pald Jd,
We need to gather lots of images to document andig a8lgall (3503 Hpall o ISI xpaad ) dAalsy e
archaeological sites and assess the threats to them. dalid o &\jﬂ a2 (Sl alially Ll i yat 28 Al Hlalall
To do this, we use many different types of imagery. Coall el die dgadl jeall HEN) cldle a2 Mg ¢ Hgall (1
Archaeologists have used aerial photography since the g il

early twentieth century.

In recent decades, satellite imagery has become more ByaY) agiall & ) IS dalie e liall L) sa Gl
available. Google Earth and Bing Maps allow the Laail Jee (3158 Bing LAy &l Jass 2 835a 94l ) guall i
EAMENA team to record and keep a watch over sites. By =~ Ladl () it cilgind) Calida e Lhaliag adlsall Joauis

analysing images taken in different months or years, we S Al Hsall didas P (a "Bl pdlgal) e V% )l yaadil

can see how sites and landscapes change through time. Al e Heedg Cilgin 8 Ledalal)
Top image: Aerial photograph of the site of Zabalam (lbzekia) showing the ruins of buildings g Bygall) agalll jia Al jaally Shall oal&l i () AV adsal dasa B)5a 15 guall el
and pits dug by looters (Photograph: A. aI—Hamdani/MiIitary Special Unit of Italian Forces " ".(é\fj\ e AdUay) el gall Lalal) ag Sal) 32l / u_',\;,uj\
in Iraq). - :
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Above: Ur on a CORONA satellite image from 23 September 1966 (Image: United States Geological Survey) and on an image available from Google
Earth from 27 Feb 2002 (Image: © 2018 DigitalGlobe) showing the encroachment of modern developments.
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Image @ 2018 DigitalGlobe

Above: The remains of individual buildings are visible at the site of Samarra (2005). Satellite images such as this can be used to create detailed site
plans. (Image: © 2018 DigitalGlobe).
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Above left: Using drone photography to survey archaeology in the Erbil plain (Photograph: Erbil Plain Archaeological Survey).
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Above right: Historic aerial photograph showing the archway at the Parthian site of Ctesiphon, c. 1923 (Photograph: British Academy).
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Bottom image: Dr Robert Bewley photographs an archaeological site from a helicopter (Photograph: R. Repper/APAAME Archive).
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Iraq through time
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Neanderthal burials of at least 45 thousand years t0 A aas Ally (JUyails) Jo¥) Ol clidy Jo ) slall A
old have been found in the cave at Shanidar. A new L JETXTN ‘_Uj_j A dpadl) aokiady L ladld Cigs A i
life style based around farming can be identified at i 5 anl csala b alal) Jlead b de 3l u"“ aild 3Ll
sites at northern Iraq such as Jarmo, Yarim Tepe szﬂ‘“e:é )y dids i a8 L Al Qe s e Lall

and Arpachiyah from around 9,000 BCE. The earliest
known permanent settlements in southern Iraq date to

OB (£0 0 = 000 ) wual) 5558l gty (slall gia B lgyle

“
the Ubaid period (c. 5,500 - 4,000 BCE). - Dzl
The world’s first cities and writing system developed Csia b sl Al IV GLUSH sy aadl ) cajels
in southern Iraq during the Uruk period (c. 4,000 - Cuyels 28y . DLl Jad (Yoo e — €000 Ay i) 58 (DA 3]yl
3,000 BCE). The first city—states emerged in the third Sn L Dl O:\:\JSS” Solall ang AN :\:@j‘y\ DA dnad) Je
millennium. The Kings of Akkad unified Mesopotamia ER P I I E Dl J8YF e e el
around 2,3QO BCE. By the secon.d millennium, there wgre Nia dpash 5 58S J;ﬁﬂ Q)@;L'aj a8y el u—° aaall @llia
several regional kingdoms. Assyria emerged as the major .
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power from around 1,300 BCE. By 700 BCE, its empire : . . . Tk
Ol @ S man (e Ay i)

stretched from Egypt to western Iran.

From around 550 BCE, a series of powerful empires - Jid 00 dig dshiall Al Ll il ghal el e Al Glla
Achaemenid, Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanian — ruled ailaladly AilCaY) A8 L) (Al dgyglal el Jie Slaall
the region. Later, Islamic conquerors founded the cities 3y ?" (Al (W .) FERN (PR \}ij Al Jiag camy Lagd
of Kufa (670 CE), then Baghdad (750 CE) and Samarra WA &}d\ R TI (/\T’i) T TPAP ) T (\/o ,)
(834 CE). The diversity of its present-day communities i bl il gyl

reflects Iraq’s complex history.

Top image: The Uruk Period (ca. 4000-2900 BCE) witnessed the emergence of the world’s & hyea) LUSY dadaily g sl Anne Jie gl B aall sl el g ol 55 Cngd 1 eV 3y gl
first cities such as Uruk (pictured here) and writing systems (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani). .((é_'\\w\

Above: The world’s earliest hominid burial was found at Shanidar Cave, located in the Zagros Mountains
(Photograph: General Board of Tourism in Kurdistan—lraq).
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Right: A shrine in Baghdad. Baghdad was the largest city in the world during the tenth century CE (Photograph:
Aljawadain Holy Shrine).
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Above: A stone relief depicting an Assyrian lamassu or protective deity (Photograph: Y.
Naqgqgash).
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Left: Hatra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This city flourished in the desert during the
Parthian period (Photograph: ASOR Cultural Heritage Initiatives).
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Bottom image: Erbil Citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that has been inhabited from
prehistory to the present day (Photograph: G. Philip).
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Six thousand years ago
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There are thousands of mounds (tells) across Iraq, 4 5y ablgall Ly Jiad illg )l 2 OO e Y da gl
representing ancient settlements. Some of these ha e AN ol IOl s da s cunsal M8 . Layadl
became the first cities along the Tigris—Euphrates ;;“'bﬂ‘ o\l dina a3 e all ok sy iy Alad g
rivers. Farmers devc.eloped a sop?his?icated irrig_ation 5 5*44 Sl aae 3al3 et s N 3y cplally aglualas g5l
system to water their crops, which improved yields. A et

This lead to an increase in population.

Between 5,000 to 6,000 years ago, the Sumerians were ol 3l ysrpesndl IS cAacale diw oo | IR TPR DR

the world’s first city dwellers at places such Uruk and A Sl caal) o3 Chaa . sl 5 gyl i aal) allal) (o
Ur. These cities, with monumental buildings and art, and ce ) Adie plae oLy Llad) A8 dal) Cantiaind) 28 3agae (438
new ruling elites .who re_c?eived elaborate burials, and were 3 M -k u—d‘ iall Gl DA e dulea eLLﬂe Sl Caxia
paoked by organized military forces, marked a watershed Anba) Helat )l 8 daga
INn human development.

This complex new world required new forms of Baaa Ayl Aadaly aaall Allall & 3aall daeall aUail) Jaa - s
administration. Writing emerged through the need to Axalial g ™Al Elaal) Jaacadtl dalal) s LUK &y olad
record commodities and transactions, and also to track Cagunll dnla lagd e sl LU cua L3ylanl) 4S5y
the movement.of traded gqods. Re(.:ords were written on 0 BAda g Lo Gadall 58l dalall | 3y oA ylaall
clay tablets using the cuneiform script, and the demand okl ji g yull

for extensive documentation led to the appearance of a
new class of bureaucrats.

Top image: Uruk, located on the Mesopotamian Plains (Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani). o(gé—'\\w‘ id 3).-U-43) vl G le Bl J g (st «ﬂj)j 2o :qu-Sf\.g 3y sacall
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Above: The stone—built white temple of Uruk constructed in the 4th millennium BCE
(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Top left: The Temple of the Moon at Ur, the only still-standing ziggurat in Mesopotamia
(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Bottom left: The Kassite—period ziggurat of Dur-Kurigalzu, west of Baghdad (Photograph:
G. Philip).
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Right: The Uruk vase, with images in four sections — plants at the bottom and gods and rulers at the top

(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani). - _—
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Below: Cuneiform script was developed in Sumer for record—keeping (Photograph: P. Zimansky). |
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Bottom image: The Neolithic village of Maghziliyah, located in northern Iraq (Upper Mesopotamia) (Photograph:
G. Philip).
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Two thousand five hundred years ago

e\.ﬁ ﬁWj g;d.ﬁ

The Neo—Assyrian empire (912-612 BCE), Dok ca @ (VY — AN Y) daad) C el Ay sl el Caagd
encompassed Mesopotamia, part of Anatolia (modern (Wl Ls ) Llgald] ca g3 ¢l O Lo B (o il laaalg
Turkey), Syria—Palestine and Egypt. The magnificent Cida uﬁ uj,_\b 5 gall C"‘j"‘ ‘ﬁJ'G-B 353 -y Cndaild (L) g

capitals of Nimrud and Nineveh exemplified Assyria’s e As pew §)laal) s3a ciles) oSl g A pal Jia eﬁéb’d‘

power and wealth. However, its eventual collapse MJSA
appears to have been quick.

The Neo—-Babylonian Empire, created by Nabopolassar QA (A e 3y e saaad) AL 4y gl Y| Gl
in the seventh century BCE, was based at Babylon. His Cinngh Mg . le] daale (Bl Abae (e GAAT)5 c Bl J8 bl
successor, Nebuchadnezzar |l, renovated the city, which . JiSw» 9+ v dlea Gipee g JGI jad e 48l 1 e Al
covered 900 hectares of land. It boasted some the most dalaildl 4 Laaldly daszall @'\%A‘ Oy el Anadd) Cantid
beautiful and impressive structures in the region. " "

Later empires also built impressive capitals, such as daalall Jia dedim 303 avalse ¢ lin AU Gl yglalua¥) Culé
the stone-built Parthian capital at Hatra. Taq Kisra, the dadinll s giall Acldl) ¢ gy FUa . piasl)l 8 45 yaall c\_ul&..d\
gigantic vaulted hall at Ctesiphon — the winter capital of (slaladls AN Ay ghalyuadld A il :\_A:_au\) Csiuadad
the Parthlan and Sass.anlan empllres — has one of the ?mj‘ ?Ju‘ o she o iy JQST Jias a;ﬁb'
largest single—span brick arches in the world.

Top image: Hatra, the only ancient city in Iraq built of stone (Photograph: M. Tammuz). (s et meal) Bhall A 3ylaadly dtaal) Al Saiasl) Aadl) ¢ jaall L eV 5 guall
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Left: The Code of Hammurabi, the earliest written law code (Photograph: P. Zimansky).
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Above: The Jerwana Aqueduct, part of one of the huge irrigation systems constructed by the Neo—-Assyrian Empire
(Photograph: l. Erhel).
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Above: An overview of Babylon, showing some of the most beautiful and impressive structures of the sixth century
BCE (Photograph: S. Mousa).
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Top right: The Ishtar Gate at Babylon, the city of wonders (Photograph: M. Tammuz).
(D45 ot oapeat) Apaall Chlae (e il B e Al toped) e

Bottom right: Ctesiphon, the winter capital of the Parthian and Sasanian empires (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
(stisyn 59 o tnsa) Aslulidly AlSEY) ey sl Ay giil) davalall ¢ ik il Jaud

Bottom image: Reconstructed walls of Babylon (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
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Thirteen hundred to seven hundred years ago

lzwe\&\/~~@'7\}"~~&a

Islam reached Iraq in 635 CE when the cities of S VYV i alg Aadla AY0 ale A gl ) DY) Juag
Kufa and Basra were first established as military Ciaual B il g z\jjg\ Jia 3\.1\4,4\"(_;’ LM Ac 168 3
camps. Kufa became the capital of the Islamic world 1oV ale e aley) 3y M4 u-d-;‘\” allal! Lawale 4358
during the Caliph_ate o Ima_m Ali in 657 CE. Forty z.ﬁ Y Sjél; oy dta ¢ ." e ol daag . dudle
years later, the city of Wasit became the Umayyad 2l

headquarters In Iraq.

In 750 CE, Baghdad became the capital of the Abbasid Gudia) Al dpubiall A83IA0) daale alany Sl aVouale &
Caliphate, which stretched from India to Morocco. By the 41, ),\ST Aaes il ¢ ydladl el do)ay ps cprall ) aigd) e
beginning of the tenth century, Baghdad was the largest AlE Cm‘ 558 oaa cwilS |yl &_,jy\j ?L'J‘ ) .eju\ T
city in the world. Science, literature and art flourished. L}A“JT)A’J‘ S )83 -c—wﬁ‘ llally Lpadsy) g;*bbgf‘ Ot ol

This was a period of cultural and political openness Sl o3n 6 e piial) i pully i) e Laa
between the Muslim territories and the wider world. Many 2 g = ~

diverse religious and ethnic communities flourished in this

period.

After the devastation caused by the Mongol invasion ablull Gyled) ca YYOA Lle & 3hall jed Al Jsaall g3all 2
in 1258 CE, central power collapsed. Important cities cAdal) Cannll colpalas (Jia daga e Chyela A calary (8 4yS yall
emerged at Samarra, Najaf, Hilla and Mosul. The Sea die Gl Je onldall jlass (d8aY 558 84 . Jiasalls
Ottomans took control of Iraq around 500 years ago, doalaidy g cdac Laialy) cadldil) slaldl Jgeba (pdllg ¢diw 04
shaping the cultural, social and economic life of the ondad) Al cllay 8 aaal) Bl el 25 Al

country. Modern Irag was established in the early
twentieth century.

Top image: Palace—fortress from the early Islamic period (Photograph: M. de Gruchy). (L;NJJA LY :Ji}*“:’) L;A)'“:y\ azl) Gl S (pan— pal 1 Yl 5)pall

Right: The Sharabiya School in Wasit (Photograph: M. Tammuz).
(D50 e pseal) Jauly (A Auhdl) duyae sppad) e

Below: Deir Mar Behnam — one of the oldest monasteries in the Nineveh Plain (Photograph: B. Al-Maslob).
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Above: Kufa, the first mosque in Iraq (Photograph: Al-Kufa Grand Mosque).
(AL Sl aalall ssyall) Bhall 8 aaie Jgl (A8 SH LY

Right: Kufic Script — one of the oldest examples of Arabic calligraphy (Photograph: S.Mousa).

= - -
w - - " e - r
. - Lis e g B - i
- ' O T L 2 w4 5 . i o o V- 4 R
. ¥ : & a 8 - 3 s Eo ] -
¥ i iy e b iy 3 L o gXr Lo E . i’ e Fa TR S t 1 A . A I - g
e - " 5 b’ N i » . 4 L "
E - s, iy = g W e ¢ - 't & o - &
¥t 3 3 % i i - - ! _ - ) e b L » %
i . > by X i 3 k= = } \ il T N i S % 5 e
o I Y~ ” ] : o ¥ i , e L - . 3 ; - i 3
o ] waa S Fr " w =g ;- = I o ~ e gl y % s | 3 g e i C
Pag e Il : * - ] '."' y bt 3 i L=, iy %, Mot - - . l'E-:.. o e 3
. . ™ = e N e - s ] ? k 5 g ok e | . i - "
. s T - i i
= . E ol ) 1 R, S ] ey = - : . . . i W i 5 !
L i i - - . . = —
. & - £ -
. -y - - & = 'I i ¥ i ] e .= LT LN ' 3

O

Bottom image: Al-Mustansiriya Madrasah in Baghdad — an important centre of Islamic learning
(Photograph: S. Neogi).
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Threats
)\.E.”; \

One of the biggest threats to cultural heritage in Iraq .4, sl dpaiil) g Gglal) 3 GAEN GIADN ciayagdl) i asl
iIs urban development. This includes the construction A Sad) &) Sumall alaally Jlally (3 dal) oL SN Jadug
of roads, houses, factories and military camps. For Lga sacldy Suna Galad) Bl eu;,m Lad) ¢ Sl S
instance, the ex-Iraqi regime established a military iugall [ gall iy .1973 "?l“ o Aaadl) ol Aiida (e ully

camp and an air force base next to the ancient city of 1S ARl a3 e e e e X
Aasddl) 29)gall Ladglis a3 29 pac |l | o)

Ur in 1973. Historical satellite imagery shows that the ¢ %) &lsall i Laailiy 2 j;&f"d‘;;
LIS -~

camp and the base were built over ancient sites that
were part of Ur.

In the countryside, agriculture and irrigation are the main g Y 8 gall daadi )l Cilaagdll (g)llg de )3 JSE ¢ capyl) 8
threats to archaeological sites. Farmers dig canals and "l p3gall Jiuia agd aa Jsaall Gygiymng Cilgiall e hhall jaay
plough fields with little understanding of the archaeological Aalia) 8 s gall
sites located in the area.

Natural phenomena — such as high winds, floods and ol g Gliliaully ddlal) ~ L)l Jie — dpandall jalghall JS85 LS
climate change - also pose a threat to archaeological Cua ¢ =l 8 dall duiad 50 P 23 gall | Laeh — Ll
sites. Many buildings, constructed from unbaked mud o Mygn path Allg e Galll e Sldl e waall aiS S
bricks, are vulnerable to the damaging effects of wind and .o Lsalls C\ﬁ)j‘
water.

Top image: A neglected heritage building in the heart of old Baghdad (Photograph: S. Neogi). (LSH g :Ji}o..a:i) Aazy 8 e SF S :ujsijl.) 3 gaall
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Above: Above: One of the main threats to cultural heritage sites in Iraq is urban development. This image shows the Assyrian city of Nineveh within the modern city of Mosul in 2004 (Image:
(c) DigitalGlobe 2019).
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Above left: The impact of agriculture and irrigation on archaeological sites. Tell Gubaiba in Dhigar Province (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/Military Special Unit of Italian Forces in Iraq).
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Above right: Natural phenomena, such as erosion, are a real threat to archaeological heritage. Southern mound of Zabalam (Tell Ibzaikh ) in Dhigar Province (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/
Military Special Unit of Italian Forces in Iraq).
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Bottom image: The ancient city of Sippar (Tell Abu Habba) near Baghdad. This satellite image shows agricultural expansion around the site (Photograph: @Bing Imagery).
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Damage and Destruction

soddly pll

During the 1990s, looting of antiquities in southern
Iraq significantly increased. This was due to the
effects of economic embargoes and the growing
poverty of the Iraqgi population. During the chaos that
followed the fall of the former regime in 2003, many
archaeological sites were heavily looted. One of the
most targeted sites was the ancient Mesopotamian
city of Umma.

The construction of dams and irrigation canals have had
a hugely negative impact on thousands of archaeological
sites. In 1987, the Haditha Dam on the Upper Euphrates
flooded an area of 500 square kilometres, affecting
numerous sites.

In 2014, ISIS or Da’esh targeted particular communities
(for example the Yazidis) and their cultural heritage.
Destroying archaeology, museums and libraries,

shrines and tombs, places of worship, and statues and
monuments was meant to eradicate particular identities
and customs. Three of the four Assyrian capital cities —
Ashur, Nimrud, and Nineveh — were partially demolished.
Many places of worship, including Yazidi temples, as well
as many buildings in Mosul were also destroyed.

Top image: During the 1990s, the looting of antiquities in Iraq increased significantly due to

economic embargoes and growing poverty. This image shows evidence of looting at the ancient

city of Umma (Tell Chukhah) (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/ Military Special Unit of Italian
Forces in Iraq).
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Above and below: The construction of the Haditha Dam on the Upper Euphrates flooded dozens of sites. Above, the area is shown in 1984 prior to flooding and below, in 1987 after the dam

was constructed and the area flooded (Images: Landsat/Copernicus).
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Bottom image: Armed extremist groups attacked Iraq’s heritage and destroyed sites such as the Temple at Nimrud (Photograph: I. Erhel).
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Saving the Past
oWl Jo blisd

Recently, several projects have helped to preserve LB )l A Bliall 2 Bas Luwally a bl (e Ll Cald
and rebuild Irag’s cultural heritage. The draining Cidag gaf st PEIAR AR Cilgiad) B gasasig Ad)al
of the marshes of southern Iraq in 1992 changed a | ?m‘ il 144y A gl ‘_,"33; A Cladiiol

unique eco-system that was over 5,000 years old. A Ja dalel s ad) a3 .43 . kel % . . -
] ;.g.ea.M°~~~uAJAS\JAAJM\Q5ﬁ‘A$Jﬂ‘
programme to re—flood the marshes began in 2003. B Blg cuald LY ¥ ?L"‘ Ay el 500 o Laally Ciladiioal)

In 2011, the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage e L fox m S et ot sx(t 4 v
(SBAH) excavated seven sites before they were Wyatd O 2 allsa Az T il SlAlly HUB Aalad) “tﬁ:
.0

flooded.

In 2004, the SBAH established an archaeological police  a8)se dileal dpunl s sasg Eilyilly HEY) 3))a) clial (Yo v g ale 8

unit to protect sites in the south. The unit deployed Codh 8y L AlAll jaad) adel Gilyygall i 3asll Caald L agiall
patrols to deter looting. Many stolen objects have been L ahad) Caatidl Lgaalisig 48 4yl tjagj\ O 2dad) 3aleil
recovered and returned to the lrag Museum.

In 2006, terrorists destroyed the golden—domed shrine g wuall L)) Ay ety dplayY) Gleaad) BB Vo 0T ale 8
of al-Askari in Samarra. The shrine has now been AagSall 8 e 38 )all ol Bale) Cudd oo lpelin A Auadall 4l 52
reconstructed by the government and private donors._ln aleny Hle py (hely ala®h jaa YoV € ale uﬁ g «Aald il i
2014, ISIS destroyed the Monastery of Mar Behnam in Yoy ?L“ & e L) 3aleY 3aamtia dsaa il 6“ SETLI Jeos uﬁ,

the Nineveh plain. Efforts to reconstruct the site began
immediately after the liberation of the area in 2017.

Top image: The former regime drained the marshes of southern Iraq in 1992 (Photograph: (di3 . pysall) 144Y Lle 8 Ghall Cagia Slsal Gl aladl Cain 1 lled) ) gunll
M. de Gruchy). )

Above: Considerable effort was put into protecting Irag’s heritage after the 2003 war. The Archaeological
Protection Unit of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) deployed patrols to safeguard sites, pictured
here at Tell Abla (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani).

Ealilly SESU Aaladl gl Aaslil) BV dples Basg i LY 0 0¥ o any 3hall G5 Alead 5aS aga JY &5 edle
(s aadl ] sysall) e 5 8 L Lalubysall ¢ adlsad) dlead cilyysa (SBAH)
Left: Many stolen objects were recovered and returned to the Iraqg Museum by the Archaeological Protection Unit

of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/Military Special Unit of Italian
Forces in Iraq).

(real ed¥lae Bypeall ) Yoo Gopm say el Cantall 1 Cialug 33N ol e aal) Balaciad it cpaed

o mgt - - - -'... o - r’ = o e =" - -~ ":‘ x ! """ - g L-I'-: : : - - .
e =" = = i Wk O TEORS ot mll S R - . ] =g
- o e s & ..l’.t b5y gl o . “-Ih ."rf" o i .-" ...E"I . i - £ -
T il T g Lt et 4 T f; - _.‘. g T e
ity v = - e A o e e e s S T b
Sl 'I,.- F.. . L. & b N A 'l"; ekl E-F - a2 = -: "'"."-_"'-l"- = _I':
4 e B e ey "E' gy .-.:"‘ B ol
Fi e - - " .1.'_' L . .

-

[
o)

o e . v e 2 e
e e S S = R W T e e a T "
SRR - e g ﬂ.ﬂ, iy,
LR e o o
== o PO e B e e ey . e
r 4 - o' e _Jﬁ" e . -
i - - 5 ;_-r‘_ g -

Lo i

e

2 k! o
g ol
- i e s T

T - 3

| e -... .~'.- ;o v 2 * *

o " FoA Fas i
TR, T e ¥

Sl iard L ’

h B T

AN :

Above left: Reconstruction efforts at the Monastery of Mar Behnam began in 2017, after the liberation of the Nineveh Plain by the Iragi Army (Photograph: B. Al-Maslob).
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Above right: The State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) started a campaign of salvage excavations in the marshes in 2011. This is the archaeological site of Abu Rubab (Photograph:
A. al-Hamdani).
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Bottom image: Ongoing conservation work at Babylon (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
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Your Culture, Your Future
Sl (S0

L/

‘Heritage’ includes buildings and other structures, Aoy AadEil) cilujlaally A YY) adall) ¢ Alaall Eil Jady
but also objects and cultural practices, knowledge ¢/ i gl ‘LJM\ - ) LA.J Jadag LM\ &) lgallg Z\AMU

and skills. It encompasses craft, music and dance, ?"2' aga il o ew\ sy Atasl) g k) Ay coadyllg
even specific ways of preparing food. Heritage is cdaliall « i i) adleall Agallall Gladiaally Jaall Aaia Ri
valuable to both local and global communities. At u-“‘ | Sj *)Ju‘ ﬁidu_‘u;% ‘u-"‘-‘: e uiﬂu ki) ?""'“

archaeological sites and museums, people learn
about the past and can, as a result, better understand
the present.

. palall Jad) agh

Heritage is valuable in practical ways. Archaeological sl 8 Jal) ity eyl dilead) Lalill (o a5 age Calyill
excavations and protected sites provide work for local GsSs LAlaall Ciladiaall Jee aodl cliadd) A e 40 5V
communities. Cultural heritage is important for tourism darlaall Haall G AL dagall daluad) i A Gl i)
and thus, the economy. Ancient cities like Ur, Uruk, 530S ad Jiad (ssii Jgmug ¢ gacanll ‘L_L\_, gyl ¢y Jia
Babylon, Hatra and Nineveh have huge potential Alledl) Jladl 3 4 daludl LE e ‘La ﬁw\ A saill
as centres of tourism. Eco—tourism in the northern .Mj LBy ac A A giall Ciladtioall

mountains, the southern marshes and the western desert
could also boost the economy.

A key priority is to increase public awareness and O @bl (A sl ebd\ = Balyy A Al Jalgadl g
education about Iraq’s heritage. When heritage sites @_LUJ\ LAl juadip 48y it 4y Y p3gall jradig 48 )

are damaged or artefacts looted, those responsible are
stealing from us all.

Top image: The famous Abbasid Al-Ukhaidir Fortress (Photograph: M. de Gruchy). '(L;‘i’}ﬁ JELY 3).-15*4*3) P iy c;“‘l'.”d‘ raall 1 eV ) puall
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Above: A traditional reed building used as a guest house. Tourism in the southern marshes can be another source
of income (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani).
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di 4 " . Left: The shrine of Uzair in Maysan Province with inscriptions in both Hebrew and Arabic. Religious shrines
. of diverse ethnic and religious communities in Iraq have important cultural, economic, and social meanings
| (Photograph: J. al-Asadi).
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Above: Lalish Temple is an important ritual place for the Ezidian community in Irag and the whole region
(Photograph: M. Tammuz).
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Right: Mandaean Mandi (temple) of Nasiriya. Places of worship play a major role in the tourist economy of local
communities (Photograph: M. Tammuz).
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Bottom image: The shrine of Imam al-Hussein in Karbala (Photograph: K. Almlke).
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