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Thirteen hundred to seven hundred years ago
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Islam reached Iraq in 635 CE when the cities of S VYV i alg D 1Yo ale b glall Ay Jua
Kufa and Basra were first established as military caval .5 madly 48t Jia Z\.\\M\"GA Ay s 30 |58S Faa
camps. Kufa became the capital of the Islamic world “oV ?l“ e ?L‘w 5id DA u_d_;m e_n,m daale 48 4<)

during the Caliph.ate o Ima.m Ali in 657 CE. Forty b Cmsad) Bydala g Adte coasal (L el g LDa
years later, the city of Wasit became the Umayyad : 2l

headquarters In Iraq.

In 750 CE, Baghdad became the capital of the Abbasid Gudia) Al dpubiall A83IA0) daale alany Sl aVouale &
Caliphate, which stretched from India to Morocco. By the = duae ,ST alars cul€ ¢ bl o al dla s ccyrall ) gl e
beginning of the tenth century, Baghdad was the largest AlE C\;@\ 558 oaa cwilS |yl &_,jy\j ej,d\ ) '?n‘d‘ T
city in the world. Science, literature and art flourished. e uaall Cayaa)) '&“JS” llalls daadly) g@bg“ o wmj

This was a period of cultural and political openness Sl o3n 6 e piial) i pully i) e Laa
between the Muslim territories and the wider world. Many 2 g = ~

diverse religious and ethnic communities flourished in this
period.

After the devastation caused by the Mongol invasion ablull Gyled) ca YYOA Lle & 3hall jed Al Jsaall g3all 2
in 1258 CE, central power collapsed. Important cities cAdal) Cannll colpalas (Jia daga e Chyela A walary (8 43S yall
emerged at Samarra, Najaf, Hilla and Mosul. The S dia Ghall o onlaiall jlave (A3 3y 8y . Jiagalls
Ottomans took control of Iraq around 500 years ago, doalaidy g cdae a4 dldil) slaldl Jgeba pillg ¢di 0 v s

shaping the cultural, social and e.conor.nic life of the ol (A bl 8 aaal) )l il S adal
country. Modern Irag was established in the early

twentieth century.

Top image: Palace—fortress from the early Islamic period (Photograph: M. de Gruchy). (sﬂ)ﬁ LY :Ji}"-“:’) u—ﬂlﬂw azl) Gl S (pan— pal 1 Yl 5)pall

Right: The Sharabiya School in Wasit (Photograph: M. Tammuz).
(D50 e pseal) Jauly (A Auhdl) duyae sppad) e

Below: Deir Mar Behnam — one of the oldest monasteries in the Nineveh Plain (Photograph: B. Al-Maslob).
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Above: Kufa, the first mosque in Iraq (Photograph: Al-Kufa Grand Mosque).
(AL Sl aalall ssyall) Bhall 8 aaie Jgl (A8 SH LY

Right: Kufic Script — one of the oldest examples of Arabic calligraphy (Photograph: S.Mousa).
.(G.u)ao g :J.Umz) g{)aj\ ball e atiay) eﬁ\ da ‘géjs o8 el e

Bottom image: Al-Mustansiriya Madrasah in Baghdad — an important centre of Islamic learning
(Photograph: S. Neogi).
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