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Introducing EAMENA
The Middle East and North Africa are home to 2blgal) Juady Ubge Lay 81 Jladig Jacg¥) (5 i) dilate 2o
some of the best-preserved and most important Sl 13 G (dlld (e eg-vnﬁ alladl o @i ug':sij 4 53
archaeological sites in the world. Yet this (dg paant) dialill Jady Jily gl u@:ﬁa e S Y o
irreplaceable heritage is under enormous threat. Ll Jalgs Jadyg . ol JSUlg g ally « el “7\9)"53‘3
Reasons for this include urban development, :
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agriculture, looting, warfare, and natural erosion. We
are in danger of not only losing these sites but also
any record of their existence, such is the pace of

LQJJMLQ\MMJMM\JAJMMMJDMM

change.

In 2015, the Endangered Archaeology in the Middle East & oyl saagall HEYY tj)m u».wb & ¢2015 ole A
and North Africa (EAMENA) project was set up. The Laay) (3248 aays .(EAMENA) "L, 3l Jladig Jans gy 3yl
EAMENA team comprises archaeologists, researchers, oo AWl Gyl HEY) Jlaa (A& pe j.L..m g Cabig paiadia
heritage experts and volunteers. The project works with HEY) laas (Bdigh (3l a5ty Cuay b ol g drans ) Ciliowgall
national heritage organisations and officials. Together, Gakiadl o las] Cen o gl caat

we document and protect archaeology under threat
throughout the region.

The team uses satellite imagery, aerial photography Shuls geadl i pailly e liall )\.«53!\ pa Buall Aty
and on-the—ground visits to record archaeological Ce i J}!\ g lills v Y 23 gall Janndil Al aall
sites and assess their condition. There are now over Sigia A me a5 L) ~ lily 3ac |8 & Jaw 250,000
250,000 records in a specially—created database. It is an PESNLIV| Lsy Oy caiity) e

online, open—access resource that anyone can search: .eamenadatabase.arch.ox.ac.uk
eamenadatabase.arch.ox.ac.uk.

Top image: Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem (Photograph: R. Nikolaus). -(u*ﬁbssﬁ ) 3)-15*43) PJ G e dgall A€t llell 3 guall

Above: EAMENA works in 20 countries across the Middle East and North Africa (Copernicus Sentinel data 2017).
(2017 (usSainsS allany 3dagine ilily) Linyd) Jladiy Jans oY) (3l dilaia 3 1ol 20 3 Liey) Jaa

Above: The EAMENA team in 2017.
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Right: Members of the EAMENA team show the database to heritage officials.
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Above left: Palestinian trainees in the EAMENA workshop in Amman, February 2018.
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Above right: EAMENA uses satellite imagery to document archaeological sites and assess the threats to them. Here, Khirbat al-Ghirur, a Roman and Byzantine military camp, has been badly
damaged by bulldozing (November 2013) (Image: Google Earth, CNES/Airbus).
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_Bottom image: The Tree of Life mosaic, Hisham’s Palace, Khirbat al-Mafjar (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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